


information about waste disposal and recycling, purchase additional carts for the
curbside program, expand the current program, and reduce , reuse, and recycle
in school cafeterias. '
Discussion: Public Health Director Steve Curry was present. He reported that the grant is based
on the solid waste and recycling program in the city. The city scores points to gain grant funds.
Funds are used for ReCollect and other apps and for notification of residents for any service
interruptions.
Councilors asked how the points were scored. Mr. Curry reported the following: Solid
waste program (2), Organics (0}, Bulk items (2), Reuse/swap shed at landfill (2), Yard waste (2),
Eligibility for household hazardous waste events (1), Hard to recycle {0), Comprehensive hauler
(0), Enforced residential recycling (3), Outreach and education (1), and Transfer station access
{1). He also stated that he is looking to go from 16 weeks to 20 weeks for yard waste pickup in
the next contract and also hopes to expand the household hazardous waste services.
Action: Motion to approve made by Councilor Beauchemin and second by Councilor Zarrella.
Approved by unanimous consent of members present.

077-21 ORDER: that the City of Fitchburg approves the expenditure of funds from
' the Massachusetts Collaborative for Action, Leadership, and Learning 3
Substance Misuse Prevention grant in the approximate amount of TWO
HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND AND NO/100 DOLLARS ($250,000.00) for the
purpose of said grant, which is to prevent and reduce misuse of substances of
first use (alcohol, nicotine, cannabis) among youth.
Discussion: Mr. Curry was present. The chairman read a letter from Mr. Curry dated April 14,
2021. Mr. Curry said that this grant will be for planning the first year, but will eventually fund a
substance abuse coordinator for Fitchburg and a position probably in Gardner to coordinate
with other communities within MPHN. He is looking to continue the programs funded by the
SAPC and MOAPC grants and also focus on a younger age group. Approval would be for the first
two years of the grant (FY 22 and FY23), and he would be back in future years for additional
approvals. '
Action: Motion to approve made by Councilor Beauchemin and second by Councilor Walsh.
Approved by unanimous consent of members present.

078-21 ORDER: that there be and hereby is transferred from within the sum of
TWENTY TWO THOUSAND, SIX HUNDRED NINETY-EIGHT AND 00/100 DOLLARS
(522,698.00) same to be transferred from HEALTH, PERSONAL SERVICES, FOOD &
MILK INSPECTOR and credited to HEALTH, EXPENSES, FOOD CONSULTANT
EXPENSES.

079-21 ORDER: that there be and hereby is appropriated the sum of TWENTY-FIVE
THOUSAND AND 00/100 DOLLARS {$25,000.00) same to be charged against
AVAILABLE FUNDS and credited HEALTH, EXPENSES, FOOD CONSULTANT
EXPENSES to cover the duties of the Food & Milk Inspector.

Discussion: The chairman announced he was taking up Items #078-21 and #079-21 together.

Mr. Curry was present. The chairman read a letter from Mr. Curry dated April 14, 2021. Mr.

Curry stated that these funds are to cover the cost of hiring a consultant to perform the duties

of the Food & Milk Inspector subsequent to the employee’s resignation. Currently he is using



two companies to perform the duties. The position has not yet been posted, but he has
submitted a request te Human Resources.

Councilors requested a communication to the Human Resources Director asking for
when the position will be posted. (Note: The position was posted later in the evening with a
closing date of May 18, 2021.)

Councilors wondered if it would be cheaper to hire outside consultants to do the work
rather than hire an employee. Mr. Curry said that he is currently paying contractors either $150
per hour or $100 per hour for their work, so using outside consultants is not less expensive.
Action: Motion to approve items #078-21 and #079-21 made by Councilor Beauchemin and
second by Councilor Walsh.

Approved by unanimous consent of members present.

080-21 ORDER: that there be and hereby is appropriated the sum of FORTY-FIVE
THOUSAND AND 00/100 DOLLARS {$45,000.00) same to be charged against
AVAILABLE FUNDS and credited to DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, CAPITAL,
BUILDING RENOVATION for the purpose of installing a new roof over the DPW
Office Building.

Discussion: Public Works Commissioner Nicolas Bosonetto was present. The chairman read a

letter from Mr. Bosonetto dated April 13, 2021. Mr. Bosonetto thanked the committee for their

support in addressing his needs. He has had to move his desk because of leaks in the roof, some

of which are pretty severe.

Councilors asked about the life of the new roof. Mr. Bosonetto said that they will install

a rubber roof with a life expectancy of 30 years.

Action: Motion to approve made by Councilor Walsh and second by Councilor Beauchemin.

Approved by unanimous consent of members present.

081-21 ORDER: that there be and hereby is appropriated the sum of FOUR
HUNDRED THOUSAND AND 00/100 DOLLARS ($400,000.00) same to be charged
against AVAILABLE FUNDS and credited to DPW ADMIN. EXPENSES,
STORMWATER CONTRACT SERVICES.

Discussion: Mr. Bosonetto was present. The chairman read a letter from Mr. Bosonetto dated

April 13, 2021. Mr. Bosonetto reported that because of this funding request he is removing a

comparable request from the FY2022 budget. lis purpose is to keep up with the MS4 permit

and to fix storm drains during paving projects. The amount and purpose are consistent with
prior year appropriations.

Councilors asked about an earlier scheduled meeting regarding the overall MS4
program. Mr. Bosonetto said that they had a presentation for City Council ready just prior to
the pandemic to look at overall funding for the program. Councilors indicated they would like to
bring the matter back to discussion prior to the end of FY2022 for implementation in FY2023
and to discuss long term options.

Councilors noted that early estimates were that to run the MS4 program properly the
city would have to spend about $1.6 million per year. Mr. Bosonetto said that figure is about
right. He is currently looking to hire summer help to deal with catch basins. The city did not hire
summer help last year because of the pandemic. Councilors asked about the planned work on
Oak Hill Road. Mr. Bosonetto reported that they do want to replace one catch basin and do



some additional drainage work. Most of the road is country drainage, i.e. the water just flows to
the edge of the road and into the ground.

Action: Motion to approve made by Councilor Walsh and second by Councilor Beauchemin.
Approved by unanimous consent of members present.

082-21 ORDER: that there be and hereby is appropriated the sum of THREE
HUNDRED THOUSAND AND 00/100 DOLLARS {$300,000.00) same to be charged
against AVAILABLE FUNDS and credited to DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS,
CAPITAL, STREET REPAIR for the purpose of paving a portion of Oak Hill Road.

Discussion: Mr. Bosonetto was present. The chairman read a letter from Mr. Bosonetto dated

April 13, 2021. Mr. Bosonetto said he appreciates the committee’s support in addressing the

need to repave Oak Hill Road, which is a gateway to the city. There have been a lot of

complaints about the roadway and Chapter 90 funds are limited and are covering other
projects.

Councilors asked when the road was last paved. Mr. Bosonetto was not sure. Councilors
recalled that the country club complained at that time about traffic going too fast when the
work was done. They also expressed concern about accommodating out of towners going to
the country club, given that other roads in the city need work too. They want to take care of
Fitchburg residents first. Mr. Bosonetto replied that money is tight and his department has to
differentiate between arterial roads, collector roads, and local roads. They try to spread the
funding across the city.

Councilors stated that the city needs to supplement Chapter 90 funding with Free Cash,
so why question which road is being paved. Councilors are not in a position to be picky about
which road is selected for paving. They started by working on the roads that come in to the city
and Oak Hill Road is the last of those roads in that area. Good roads become good advertising
for the city to outsiders. The decision about which road should be left to the engineers at DPW.
The bigger problem is with the state underfunding Chapter 90.

Other councilors agreed stating that having out of towners using Oak Hill Road and
patromznng Fitchburg businesses is a good thing. The city wants to make Fitchburg a destination
and a place for out of towners to spend their money.

Councilors also thanked Mr. Bosonetto for coming up with a method of paving that
reduces the cost per mile for paving.

Councilors also expressed a concern about water runoff from the road and spoke about
doing the job right and addressing that concern.

Action: Motion to approve made by Councilor Zarrella and second by Councilor Walsh

Approved by unanimous consent of members present.

Motion to adjourn made by Councilor Beauchemin second by Councilor Walsh. Approved by
unanimous consent.

The meeting adjourned at 6:48 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

(DBt

Calvin D. Brooks, Clerk





